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Welcome to St James’ class! 
Spring Term Two 

 

Welcome back!  
 

We are super excited to welcome back Mrs Stanhope from her second school placement. She will return week 
commencing 27th February. Mrs Stanhope will return to covering my PPA on a Wednesday afternoon and on 
a Thursday, it will be Miss Lambe.  
 
Topic 
This term in St James’ class we are exploring a new topic entitled ‘Explorers!’ We will be focusing on maps, 
continents, oceans, compass directions and famous explorers such as Ibn Battu and Matthew Flinders. We 
will be answering questions such as ‘Why do people become explorers?’ and ‘How do people adapt their 
lives when exploring?’. It will be a fabulous geography topic and we are looking forward to teaching it.  
 
Reading and Literacy  
We will still be having a ‘book of the week/month’ which will be a fantastic opportunity 
to encourage reading and the love of books with the children. To start the term off, we 
will be looking at ‘The Great Explorer’ by Chris Judge before moving on to ‘The rainbow 
bear’ by Michael Morpurgo. We will be writing recounts/diary entries, non-chronological 
reports and biographies this term. 
 
                                             
 
 
 
 
Please ensure that your child is reading at home every night, as well as recording their reading in their 
reading records. Children will take AR tests throughout the week with books usually being changed by 
Wednesday, so please ensure these are being brought back into school. Spellings will be sent home on a 
Friday with homework. The spelling tests are completed the following Friday morning. 
 
Maths 
Our maths work after half term, begins with fractions. We will be learning all about finding halves, quarters 
and thirds, understanding denominators, comparing fractions and lots more. After we have finished this, we 
will be moving on to mass, capacity and temperature.  
 
Science 
St James’ will be taking part in very exciting science lessons with Mrs Stanhope this term. Our focus is 
‘Animals including Humans’ and in particular we will look at nutrition and herbivores, carnivores and 
omnivores. 
  
P.E 
Within P.E. this term we shall be focusing on activities on a Monday and another curriculum area with JB 
Sports on a Friday afternoon. Please ensure your child comes to school with their PE kit on those days if 
they are not keeping them in school, although we encourage PE kits to be left in school now. Please also 
ensure that your child does not wear earrings and that long hair is tied up on PE days. 
 
Key Information 

- Our WOW day will be during Science Week this term, not at the beginning like it normally is. 
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- Please ensure that children are bringing in the correct PE kit on the relevant days 
- I’m not in school on a Thursday, so please message Miss Lambe should you need to that day 
- Parents Evening is on Monday 6th March and will be in school. This time, we will have books out for 

you to have a look through. We will post more information about this closer to the time 
- British Science Week is the following week (13th March) and we have something exciting in the pipe 

line! We will keep you posted on this too. 

- Our last day of term is Friday 31st of March 
 
It will be an exciting and busy term, getting prepared for SATs, and lots more. 
 
Many Thanks, 

St James’ team       
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